
Leading edge food chain and 
environmental science



Our Vision

To be the global provider of leading edge scientific 
solutions, evidence and advice across the agri-food chain.



Joint venture, formed on 1 April 2015 between 
Capita (75%) and Defra (25%) to:

• Deliver science for the public good, 
including rapid, emergency 
response service for food and 
farming crises 

But also … 

• Work with industry to innovate and 
develop good, translational science

• Drive cost and time efficiencies into 
its processes, through greater use 
of technology; and

• Invest in research and development 
of Fera’s testing and analysis 
capability, providing expertise and 
value to the whole agri-food chain.



Sustainable  
productivity  &  
environmental  
protection

Chemical  
safety  &  
stewardship

Food  safety  &  
authenticity

Proficiency  
testing

Crop  health  
protection

Targeted  
knowledge  for  
informed  
decision  
making

Food  
packaging  &  
migration

Novel  
foodstuffs

From  Farm  to  Fork

Adding value across the 
agri-food chain

þ þ þ

þ þ



Facilities



Operations



Translating science

• New technologies to identify 
and counteract emerging 
threats

• Risk analysis and customer 
assurance, for regulatory and 
business needs

• Integrating detection, 
diagnostic and surveillance 
capabilities

(only about a third of our 
instruments are shown on the 
picture)



Plant Clinic

• More than 30,000 samples each year for government 
and commercial customers worldwide

• Quarantine glasshouse and drainage facilities

• 200+ years of experience across Plant Clinic

• Online sample tracking – Samtrack
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Bringing chemicals to market through the regulatory process

• Assessing fate of chemicals in the environment

• Environmental modelling and risk assessment of 
chemicals for industry and regulators

• Regulatory exposure modelling and risk assessment science expertise,  
including ecotoxicology, human, livestock and wild animal exposure

• Efficacy trials and testing, analytical chemistry, metabolite 
identification

• Close working relationships with European Food Safety Authority 
(EFSA), the UK Drinking Water Inspectorate (DWI), Chemicals 
Regulation Directorate (CRD)



Food Analysis – Detection & Testing

Routine Testing
• Trusted research solutions, advice, training, and testing services to the 

food and drink industry for over 30 years

• Analysis and related interpretation of (bio)chemical constituents and 
contaminants in food

• State-of-the-art analytical equipment and facilities, and detailed 
knowledge of current and emerging European food safety regulations

• We are accredited to the ISO 9001:2008, ISO 17025:2005 and GLP 
standards and we are National Reference Laboratory for many areas

• Detection and measurement of known food components, both good and 
bad, as well as the detection and identification of unknown substances

• Obtain the necessary UKAS accreditation with ‘our flexible scope 
approach’



In summary

Fera has considerable and varied expertise in the chemical 
and biological sciences as applied to the food chain and 
wider environment


